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 Amidst our drastically 
changing world, do love and 
happy endings still exist?
 At the end of another drea-
ry and lonely day of quaran-
tine, while I cook my dinner 
to the sound of the evening 
news, I find myself wishing 
for a companion. As much 
as I try to convince myself 
otherwise, I know it would 
be a magical event if I found 
my true love during the up-
heaval of today’s society.
 With all the uncertainty 
and disorder in these trying 
times, many of us are doubt-
ful about the possibility of 
finding true love. We can 
put our search for love on 
hold, but in doing so, it may 
cause us to overlook our 
soulmate while on a masked 
outing or perhaps in-
volved in a political protest. 

 Nothing can stop the 
arts, not even COVID-19. 
The Coronavirus pan-
demic has stopped many 
performance arts in their 
tracks, including Pensac-
ola State College’s (PSC) 
theatre department. 
 When the Coronavirus 
hit this March, all shows 
and campus activities were 
promptly halted. Class-
es became online-only, 
the auditorium was closed 
indefinitely and conse-
quently, the theatre de-
partment took a major hit.
 Last Spring, PSC’s Theatre 
Department had to cancel 
all of the students’ perfor-
mance projects, includ-
ing its second show of the 
semester, The Graduate.

Love & COVID: Finding Companionship During Quarantine

 “My acting class went from 
teaching me about stage 
acting to film acting,” Janea 
Hundley said, a theatre ma-
jor at PSC. The shift was hard 
to adapt to and was not what 
she signed up for with the 
class, but she is making do.
 Dr. Rodney Whatley, the 
head of the theatre de-
partment at PSC, has said 
that teaching his theatre 
classes has become much 
harder since COVID start-
ed. “It’s like I’m running a 
one-man show, or like I’m 
running a one-man news 
program,” Whatley said. 
 Whatley said teaching his 
classes over Zoom is drain-
ing and requires much 
more planning than teach-
ing in person, especially 

classes like his acting class.
Not wishing to teach this 
class over Zoom, he re-
quested using the audi-
torium to teach the class 
and says while it is still dif-
ficult due to the require-
ment to wear masks, it is 
better than the alternative.
 This semester, Dr. Whatley 
requested to perform the 
show Our Town, a mini-
malist show that has little 
to no set and where the ma-
jority of props are mimed. 
The show has a running 
crew of only three, which 
for any other show would 
be exceedingly difficult.
 The show’s rehearsals are 
broken up into two teams, 
an A-team and a B-team. Dr. 
Whatley says it is something 

 Doesn’t it make you wonder 
if your true love is wearing 
a mask while standing 6 feet 
from you at a grocery store? 
 For many of us who fall 
asleep alone each night, 
regardless of our previ-
ous attempts at love, and 
despite the ongoing cha-
os surrounding us, our 
hearts still yearn for a mate.
 If you are like me, then you 
might feel guilty daydream-
ing of true love during this 
deadly pandemic, amid 
the swirling tensions of the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment and the looming im-
portance of the upcom-
ing presidential election. 
 Nevertheless, I hope we all 
remember that we are only 
human and that it is in our 
nature to seek fulfillment 
through companionship.

 Perhaps you are contemplat-
ing whether or not you are 
the only one who is looking 
for love during these diffi-
cult times and if you should 
stop searching altogether. I 
am here to tell you that you 
are not alone in your quest.
 I believe love has the pow-
er to heal and transform 
us into the best version of 
ourselves, and right now, 
our country is in des-
perate need of healing. 
 Regardless of social dis-
tancing, there are popular 
and successful dating apps 
such as Tinder, eHarmony, 
and Match.com. As fick-
le as they may seem, dat-
ing apps such as these do 
provide a venue for people 
to find a genuine connec-
tion with another person. 
 As our society continues to 
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COVID can’t contain arts
By Kevin Thomas

By Crystal Duc

Illustration by Enrique Viveros



News Nov/Dec 2020           2

- Continued from Page 1 - 
Covid and Art

By Hannah Mooers
 The PSC Pirate Food Pan-
try is in immediate need of 
donations. With COVID-19 
causing new hardships in 
the pirate community, giv-
ing to the Pirate Food Pantry 
has never been so crucial.
 Food insecurity can be 
a looming threat to any 
college student’s success. 
 Since the pantry’s reopen-
ing two years ago, spear-
headed by MaKenzie John-
son, Student Engagement 
& Leadership Coordinator, 
it has served as a quiet bea-
con. The pirate pantry is 
there to lend a helping hand 
to any PSC student in need.
 “We hope to provide stu-
dents with food security 
so they cannot only com-
pete but thrive in their 
program without worrying 
about food,” Johnson said.
 If you are able, now is the 
time to give back by lending 
a helping hand to PSC’s pi-
rate pantry. The Pirate Food 
Pantry accepts all non-per-
ishable food items such 
as pasta, instant potatoes, 
boxed milk (the one you 

Pirate pantry seeks non-perishables

change around us, we un-
knowingly adapt and change 
with it. As we change and 
overcome adversities, we 
grow. Although it feels like 
our world has turned upside 
down, we must not give up 
on our aspirations of love.
 As I sit down to eat my eve-
ning meal and scan through 
online dating profiles, I feel 
impatient but also comfort-
ed, knowing that my hap-
py ending is still out there. 
 The next time you find your-
self standing in the produce 
section of a grocery store, 
give the masked person 

he’s never had to do before, 
but so far is very proud of 
the efforts he and the rest of 
the cast and crew have made.
 A possible upside to the 
pandemic is the idea that all 
students get an equal shot 
at applying and auditioning 
for performance art schools. 
Previously students would 
have to travel to the school 
and audition, but audi-
tions now are primarily 
done with recordings stu-

Love and Covid

don’t have to refrigerate), 
mac-n-cheese and ramen 
noodles. Optimal items 
consist of anything that can 
be made easily in the student 
center or in a microwave. 
 In addition to food products, 
the pantry is also accepting 
toiletry products. Made-up 
hygiene bags are easy to put 
together and are extreme-
ly beneficial for students 
dealing with homelessness. 
 Next time you go shopping, 
consider adding an extra 
item or two of the need-
ed food items to your cart 
and then drop them off the 
next time you are on cam-
pus. Even one food item 
donated makes a difference. 
 Use this downtime during 
lockdown to organize 
your pantry and consider 
donating excess, un-ex-
pired cans, or other un-
opened non-perishables.  
 Ask your teachers if you 
could earn extra cred-
it by donating to PSC’s 
food pantry. Explain the 
need for donations in the 
PSC community and that 

this is an opportunity to 
bring students togeth-
er and spread positivity. 
 If you are unable to make a 
physical donation, consider 
making a monetary con-
tribution or spreading the 
word through social media.
 The Pirate Food Pantry de-
pends on donations.  “ If we 
don’t receive donations we 
have to limit the number 
of supplies each student re-
ceives and worst case sce-
nario, if we run out of food 
altogether, we have to close 
the pantry,” Johnson said. 
 For students in need, food 
pantries are available at the 
Milton, Pensacola, South 
Santa Rosa, Century, and 
Warrington Campuses. A 
current student ID is re-
quired. Pensacola location 
is open Monday through 
Thursday, 8 am to 3 pm, 
and Friday by appoint-
ment. Other campuses are 
available Monday through 
Friday, from 8 am to 4 pm. 
 For more information on 
picking up food or donation 
drop off, contact student ac-

tivities at  studentactivities@
pensacolastate.edu or 850-
484-1503,  or contact Abi-
gail Bott at 850-484-4834. 

- Continued from Page 1 - 
standing near you one more 
glance, because who knows? 
True love and your hap-
py ending could be stand-
ing right in front of you. 

dents can send in, meaning 
students can get as many 
takes as they need before 
sending the right one in.
Some students have also de-
cided, due to learning about 
film acting last semester, 
that they prefer perform-
ing in front of a camera to 
performing in front of an 
audience. Hundley says 
she knows at least a hand-
ful of students who have 
now shifted their focus to 
film because of the shift.
 “Theatre people are very 

creative; they’ll always find 
ways around the restric-
tions placed upon them,” 
Hundley said. Hundley be-
lieves that if theatre hubs 
such as Broadway remain 
closed, it’s likely that solu-
tions such as live streaming 
performances will become 
common. Whatley, howev-
er, believes that no major 
changes will be made to 
the form in the long term.
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  I deliver food. 
 One night, I was talking to 
my roommate and he told 
me about delivery services 
such as Doordash and Uber 
Eats. So, I started going 
around from restaurants to 
houses following the cus-
tomers’ instructions, ei-
ther handing it off to them 
or leaving it at their door. 
 Driving can get pretty frus-
trating sometimes. There’s 
the slow driver over here, the 
erratic driver over there, and 
the driver who seems to hit 
their brakes for ghosts. All-
in-all, it should be a relative-
ly easy, albeit annoying thing 
to ignore and just go with.
 As I discovered, 
it wasn’t for me.
 One day, whilst dealing 
with those drivers, I start-
ed to feel myself get ir-
rationally angry—I was 
experiencing road rage.
 I had never gone through 
that before, so I started look-
ing for reasons, and it turns 
out I was incredibly stressed 
out. Losing your voice 

from screaming so much, 
knocking your rear-view 
mirror down, and throw-
ing things stressed out. 
 After learning that, I start-
ed seeking someone to 
talk to, and I ended up 
finding myself in therapy, 
which has helped so much 
across the board—not 
just with managing stress.
 If it weren’t for that sim-
ple conversation with my 
roommate that one night, 
I would’ve never gotten 
into therapy and I wouldn’t 
have helped myself in 
so many different ways.
 It goes deeper than that.
 While applying for the 
lease on my room, if I had 
answered a preference ques-
tion differently, or if the lady 
going through and setting it 
up clicked something differ-
ently that she didn’t bring 
up to me, I would’ve never 
had that conversation with 
my roommate. I would be in 
a completely different apart-
ment, with completely dif-
ferent roommates, all that 
I was potentially only one 

click or phrase away from.
 It’s insane how something 
so small or insignificant 
that you would’ve never 
thought of could change 
your life forever with-
out you even realizing it. 
 You could literally walk 
down one more aisle at the 
store and miss out on an en-
tire family you never had. 
You could leave an hour 
earlier and then meet some-
one who you might know 
for the rest of your life.
 I have a friend that I’ve 
known my whole life be-
cause our moms met over 
an online mommy board, 
and we just so happened 
to move to the same area 
they were in. If my mom 
would have not chosen to 
go on a computer the day 
they met, would I have 
ever even met my friend?
 That’s not even going 
into the chances of every-
one being who they are.
 So if my mom would’ve 
never met my friend’s mom, 
if I would’ve done some-
thing differently to not get 

road rage that day awhile 
ago, if I would’ve never 
spoken to my roommate 
that night about deliver-
ing food, my life and cir-
cumstances could be com-
pletely different from what 
they are now, but I’ll never 
know since it never was.

Doordash opens doors for PSC student

Kai Roberts promotes mental health through music
By Frank Young

 With the goal of giving stu-
dents hope and encourage-
ment, Professional Mental 
Health and Active Minds 
speaker Kai Roberts provid-
ed a high energy presenta-
tion that tells his story and 
relates to college students 
through interactive dia-
logue and hip-hop music on 
Wednesday, October 28th.
 In the presentation, Rob-
erts tells the story of his 
journey through mental 
illness from the very begin-
ning, through recovery and 
whilst directly connecting 
to the audience and keeping 
them engaged throughout.
 As a method to let his 
anxieties out, Roberts be-
gan writing poetry in high 
school and journaling in his 
notebook along with mak-
ing beats with friends. He 
then turned to music, as it 
had a calming effect on him.
 “My relationship with mu-
sic throughout my men-
tal illness was turning to 

something that I knew all 
too well had a very calming 
effect in my life, so I turned 
to that.”, Roberts said. 
 Roberts began his work 
as a mental health ac-
tivist and presenter 
around five years ago.
 In that time, Roberts’ pre-
sentation has evolved with 
him, “It was a little harder 
for me to talk about some 
of these experiences, like 
talking about my obses-
sions with suicide, my own 
sexuality,” Roberts said, 
“Over time I became a lit-
tle more courageous when 
it came to the presentation.”
 Throughout his presenta-
tion, Roberts directly con-
nected with the audience by 
asking about their experi-
ences with anxiety, and what 

By Frank Young

they have been going or have 
gone through in their life. 
The audience opened up, 
letting their anxieties out to 
Roberts and to each other.
In the midst of the audi-
ence interactions, Rob-
erts was instilling a main 
takeaway from the pre-
sentation—there is hope.
 “There is hope, if you are 
dealing with a mental ill-
ness such as anxiety, there’s 
help for you, there’s tools 
that you could acquire 
through therapy to help 
you with that,” Roberts said.

Image provided by Active Minds
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By Matthew Ingram 

 Crash Bandicoot hasn’t 
been the same ever since 
game developer Naugh-
ty Dog left for greener 
and grittier pastures af-
ter the third installment.
 The marsupial flailed about 
in the 2000s with games 
ranging from mediocre to 
subpar. The license was then 
tossed around a few times 
before eventually ending 
up in the coffers of Activi-
sion who sat on Bandicoot 
for the better part of a de-
cade. All in all, this uncer-
tainty was a sad end for the 
gaming icon who was once 
seen as a rival to Mario.
  This was until 2017, when 
Activision unleashed the 
Crash Bandicoot N’Sane 
Trilogy unto the world in 
what was, in retrospect, an 
obvious test run for this 
game. After that remas-
tered collection saw success, 
Activision finally greenlit 
a true sequel to Naugh-
ty Dog’s original trilogy. 
 Now it’s finally here, and 
though rough around some 
of the edges, Crash Bandi-
coot 4: It’s About Time is a 
worthy sequel which lives 
up to and at times even 

Crash 4 brings back old school charm
exceeds the 90s classics. 
 The biggest strength of this 
game is by far its worlds. 
Each are incredibly unique
 and are squeezed of all their 
potential before being tossed 

leads to less interesting and 
easier platforming. How-
ever, my fears were quick-
ly squashed as this game 
has great and challeng-
ing platforming through-
out its whole runtime. 
 The new mask power-ups 
are hit or miss. Some, like 
the dark energy mask, 
which gives you an ex-
tremely powerful spin at-
tack, are fun to use and cre-
ate some good platforming 
challenges. Others though, 
like the blue mask, which 
lets you phase through cer-
tain obstacles in and out 
of existence, aren’t quite as 
much fun. However, none 
of them are outrightly bad.
 All the new enemies and 
obstacles are inspired both 
visually and mechanical-
ly. While some are simple 
reskins of old archetypes, 
others operate in entirely 
new ways, such as the me-
chanics whose robot min-
ions can only be destroyed 
by defeating their creator. 
 Overall, Crash Bandi-
coot 4 is an incredible 3D 
platformer that carves out 
a respectable place for it-
self in the genre’s legacy. 

aside for a brand new setting. 
 This game greatly expands 
the scope and spectacle 
over any previous Crash 
games. While the old games 

would often have you run-
ning away from a boulder 
or a giant polar bear, this 
game will have you run-
ning for your life from a 
giant spiritual monster or 

a stampede of dinosaurs. 
The camera also often has 
interesting dynamic move-
ments, helping to highlight 
the scale and beauty of 

the game’s environments. 
 While the Crash games 
were always impressive on 
a technical and artistic level, 
the real reason to play them 
was always the tight and 

challenging platforming. 
 I was initially concerned 
about the introduction of 
a double jump to Crash’s 
move set as I find it generally 

Illustration by Enrique Viveros 
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       Find imposter among us: holiday edition 

 The faculty at Pensacola State 
College (PSC) will be required 
to teach a minimum of two 
face-to-face classes this up-
coming spring semester de-
spite U.S. cases of COVID-19 
reaching an all-time high.
 Pensacola State College (PSC), for 
what it’s worth, has done an overall 
good job with regards to COVID.   
The school handled in-person 
classes safely, being very thorough 
in cleaning classrooms, setting 
classes in larger classrooms, and 
only allowing a limited number 
of students per in-person class. 
Precautions like these are all com-
bined to make for as safe of an ex-
perience as could be done on cam-
pus. However, faculty may not be 
able to maintain this level of safety.
 On September 25th, 2020, Gov-
ernor DeSantis issued an execu-
tive order putting Florida in Phase 
3 of re-opening after COVID. It 
ruled that all previous COVID-
based executive orders are null, 
opening businesses to full capac-
ity among other rollbacks, in-
cluding those affecting schools. 
 During the Spring 2021 semes-
ter at PSC, department heads 
must assign at least two face-to-
face classes per faculty member. 
Accommodations will not be 
made for at-risk groups, such as 
those with asthma or diabetes. 
 Faculty were not given the 

chance to argue against this.
 “You can certainly understand 
the disappointment faculty feel 
after being denied a seat at the 
table where decisions are being 
made that impact not only fac-
ulty working conditions but also 
student learning conditions. We 
have not been consulted, and 
when we raise concerns, those 
concerns are often dismissed or 
ignored,” said Pensacola State 
Faculty Association (PSCFA) 
President Deborah McClintock.
 PSC faculty members should 
be able to work from home 
during the global pandem-
ic if they do not feel safe meet-
ing for face-to-face classes or if 
they are part of an at-risk group.
 Over the last month, the Unit-
ed States has seen an increase 
in COVID cases, with many 
states reaching their peak of 
new cases in this time period. 
 As of December 4, Florida 
has hit 1,058,074 new cases of 
COVID-19. Escambia Coun-
ty saw a decline in new cases af-
ter June, however it has recently 
been on a steady incline, hitting 
17,617 cases as of December 4th.
 PSC’s location and its number 
of both college and dual-enrolled 
students makes it a center of the 
community of Escambia County. 
The safety of both students and 
faculty is of utmost importance. 

An outbreak at the college could 
lead to an outbreak in Escam-
bia and potentially surround-
ing counties such as Santa Rosa. 
 Requiring instructors to teach 
face-to-face classes puts their 
lives in danger and potential-
ly their students’ and fami-
lies’ lives as well. Even with 
the best social distancing mea-
sures, the CDC says going 
out puts you at a risk. Period. 
 On Wednesday December 2, a 
meeting was held between the 
PSCFA and the United Faculty 
of Florida (UFF). During the 
meeting the two groups came 
together to find ways to per-
suade the administration to re-
consider  listening to faculty.
 As members of the PSC com-
munity, safety should be the 
school’s foremost priority. 
 The PSCFA has just released 
a blog post for faculty telling 
them various ways they can 
fight for better accommoda-
tions for the spring term, and 
you can help by spreading the 
word and letting your teach-
ers know you support them. 
 Talk to your teachers about this, 
ask them how they feel and if they 
were given a say. Email or write 
a letter to the administration. 
 We care about the facul-
ty and student body at PSC. 
 Our voices should be heard.

Illustration by Enrique Viveros
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By Serena Robinson

SPORTS

 COVID-19 has been an 
ongoing problem all over 
the world. Specifically, 
the impact on sports to-
day has been significant. 
 At Pensacola State Col-
lege (PSC), the impact 
of COVID-19 on stu-
dent-athletes on cam-
pus has been evident.
 This pandemic is affect-
ing everyone but for stu-
dent-athletes like women’s 
basketball team member, 
Jade Hill, the pandemic has 
taken a toll on all sports.“We 
have had to get our whole 
season pushed back to Janu-
ary and we can’t even use our 
own locker room,” Hill said.
 “In the beginning, the re-
strictions placed on us 
were honestly hard to ac-
tually realize the reality of 
it all. We had to be six feet 
minimum away from each 
other, we couldn’t really 
high-five each other when-
ever one of us did some-
thing that deserved to be 
noticed and it was hard,” 
Hill said. “Now it’s just the 
reality of keeping not just 
myself, but also my fellow 
teammates and coaches 
safe also in order to surpass 
this. Whenever that will be”
 Before the pandemic out-
break, student-athletes were 
able to have their regular sea-
son start,  and they were able 

Life of a student athelete
 Brooklyn Sandford explains 
how, since a couple of their 
players tested positive for 
COVID, many precautions 
were taken.“We have to 
quarantine for two weeks 
and the players tested pos-
itive have to do it for an-
other week,” Sandford said. 
 Sandford expresses her frus-
tration with the pushbacks 
to practice and sometimes 
having to go individually 
to workout. “It is frustrat-
ing to the point where I am 
ready for COVID-19 to be 
over with,” Sandford said. 
 Student-athletes at PSC are 
still trying to adjust to the 
new normal. That means fol-
lowing the required guide-
lines to combat this as stat-
ed by scientists and others 
who have the knowledge of 
what it takes to get over this.

Image provided by Instagram


